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In 2000, a group of teachers in England set up a scholarship 
fund in memory of a dear friend and colleague, Ros Moger, 
who had died prematurely in 1999. We decided to operate 
under the auspices of the Canon Collins Educational and 
Legal Assistance Trust, so that the funds we collected could 
be spent on enabling students in countries in southern Africa 
to benefit from advanced higher education at universities 
in South Africa. The first Ros Moger Scholarships were 
awarded to students who began their studies in 2001.

Terry Furlong was a member of our group. When he died 
three years after Ros, again prematurely, the remaining 
members of the group agreed to extend the scholarship fund 
to include his name as well as Ros’s.

The funding for the Ros Moger Terry Furlong Scholarships 
comes from small regular payments made by about 50 
contributors in the UK, and from occasional large 
contributions by individual donors. Our group continues 
to fund-raise and, with the essential help of the staff at the 
Canon Collins Trust, to choose the scholars who will benefit 
from the scholarships every year. Since the foundation of the 
scholarships in 2001, the funds have supported the studies 
of more than 120 students from Angola, Botswana, Eswatini, 
Lesotho, Malawi, Mozambique, Namibia, Rwanda, South 
Africa, Zambia and Zimbabwe.

This booklet is published to celebrate 20 years of our 
group’s work.

Here is some information about Ros and Terry.

The Ros Moger 
Terry Furlong 
Scholarships
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Ros Moger

Ros was born in Wiltshire in 1949. Her parents ran a farm 
in the village of Bratton. Ros went to the village school 
until she was eleven, when she was awarded a scholarship to 
the High School in Trowbridge, the local town. From there 
she went to University College, London to study history, 
although her passion was always the study of English. After 
completing her degree in London, she became a Slater 
Fellow and went to Wellesley College in Boston, USA 
to study for a year. (Another notable student at Wellesley 
at the time was Hillary Rodham, later Hillary Rodham 
Clinton, the US Secretary of State from 2009 to 2013 and 
the Democrats’ candidate in the US presidential elections 
in 2016.) Ros loved her stay in America and developed 
life-long friendships there, returning often and introducing 
friends from the UK to her new friends in the US.
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Back in England, Ros completed her Post-Graduate 
Certificate of Education and went to teach English at 
Countesthorpe School in Leicestershire. She returned to 
studying and completed her Master’s degree in education 
at Exeter University. From there she went to teach at 
Kidbrooke School in Greenwich, south London. Her work 
at Kidbrooke introduced her to other young progressive 
teachers who were passionate about literacy and about 
teaching inner-city students, many of whom came from 
socio-economically poorer families. 

Along with others, Ros started an influential magazine 
for teachers called Teaching London Kids. She went from 
Kidbrooke to advise London teachers at the English and 
Media Centre in the Inner London Education Authority. 
This was a formative period for her; she realised that training 
teachers to teach creatively was really her strength. She was 
appointed Senior Teacher at Plumstead Manor School, 
where gender in education and the underachievement of 
working-class students became interests she would pursue 
for the rest of her life. 

Ros then went to Enfield in north London to be the 
English Adviser. She made a great impact on the teachers 
in that borough. From there she moved to South Camden 
Community School as Deputy Head, then to the University of 
North London, where she set up a Post-Graduate Certificate 
of Education course in English. She moved again to the 
University of Greenwich to manage its secondary-school 
PGCE programme. Whilst working at the University of North 
London, Ros started another Master’s degree, this time at the 
Tavistock Clinic. This degree was awarded posthumously. Ros 
was planning to start a doctorate at the University of North 
London at the time of her death.

Ros was a great lover of the countryside and the natural 
world. She also loved living in a vibrant city. She was 
passionate about theatre, books and poetry and the impact 
that they have on students’ learning. She had planned to go 
to Africa in the last two years of her working life to work 
for Voluntary Service Overseas. She was never able to realise 
this ambition.
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Terry Furlong

Terry was born in Cardiff in 1942 and brought up there. 
He excelled academically at Cardiff High School, where he 
began to study for A-levels in physics, chemistry and maths 
before switching to English, French and German. Between 
1962 and 1966, he took his first degree, in English, at King’s 
College, London. After experimental starts to his career, in 
advertising and as a chef, he turned to teaching.

His first job was at Spencer Park School, in south-west 
London, from where he went to Holland Park School in 
west London in 1973, remaining there until 1986. Holland 
Park was then one of the most famous comprehensive 
schools in Britain. Terry was Head of English, and later 
Head of the Faculty of Languages and Humanities. He then 
became English Adviser for the London Borough of Brent. 
When he left Brent in 1994, he set up his own educational 
consultancy, which he ran until he died.

Terry had a huge influence on the reform of school 
examinations in English. He was also Chair of the 
National Association for the Teaching of English and of the 
International Federation for the Teaching of English. After 
he left Holland Park as a teacher, he became Chair of the 
school governors there.

Terry was a major force in English teaching in the United 
Kingdom for 35 years. He had a passionate desire to make 
the English curriculum more relevant to children’s lives; to 
introduce them to a broader range of literature than before, 
including literature by African, Caribbean and Asian writers; 
to inspire children to be makers and shapers of language, 
and therefore of their lives. He had a particular concern 
to improve the achievement of children from working-
class backgrounds, and of those whose families had come to 
Britain from other parts of the world.
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20 Years On…

We are very grateful to the Ros Moger Terry Furlong scholars 
who have contributed to this booklet. Their testimonies are 
evidence of the power of education to change and enhance 
lives, not only for the scholars themselves, but for all those 
whom they have been able to help, influence and inspire 
as a result of their scholarship. Our group is proud of what 
we have achieved over 20 years, and also grateful for the 
wonderful comradeship we have enjoyed with all the staff at 
the Canon Collins Trust, past and present.

John Richmond, 
for the Ros Moger Terry Furlong Scholarship organising 
group, June 2021
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When I received a Ros Moger Scholarship in 2003, I had 
no idea what kinds of paths and possibilities lay ahead, and 
the impact it would have on my life, and the lives of others. 

At the time of receiving the Ros Moger Scholarship, 
I was deeply committed to exploring how a particular 
Freirean-based approach to transformative learning could 
effect change in a valley in rural Lesotho. The Ros Moger 
Scholarship made it possible to immerse myself in five 
years of action research in that context, theorising and 
documenting the experience to strengthen practice. I 
worked with 15 communities to facilitate a process of 
building spaces and processes for people to discuss, learn and 
act collectively to address their concerns and create positive 
change that would strengthen their livelihoods. There were 
some tangible beneficial outcomes: an income generation 
co-op was established, HIV-positive people were able to 
access medication that kept them alive, food gardens were 
set up with a dam dug to provide a water source, three pre-
schools were built, and thousands of trees were planted to 
combat erosion. 

Gillian Attwood

‘Education does not change the world, 
education changes people. People change 
the world.’ Paulo Freire
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But far, far more significant than any of these outcomes 
was the less visible process of people using knowledge and 
connection to discover a collective capacity to act. Almost 
15 years since completing my PhD and leaving Malealea, the 
people I worked with remain and continue this work, now 
under the auspices of the Malealea Development Trust. This 
NGO, set up as part of the PhD journey, now employs seven 
full-time staff, all members of the community. In their words, 
as quoted on the Trust’s website, ‘Our sole focus is sustainable 
development of this community we call home.’  For me, this is 
what the Ros Moger Terry Furlong Scholarship programme 
is about – using education to change people who take action 
to change their world. 

Since leaving Malealea, life’s path has led me back to the 
Canon Collins Trust, where I am now a full-time staff 
member of this remarkable organisation that is committed 
to supporting others to effect social change. I didn’t go into 
academia, or teacher training and community education, 
as I had once planned. Why? Because who could pass on 
the opportunity to be a part of building and supporting 
something so much bigger and better than me – a community 
of leaders, thinkers, and activists committed to social justice 
and a better world. This is the work of the Canon Collins 
Trust.

Our deep appreciation goes to Ros Moger and Terry Furlong 
for their inspirational example of education in action. And 
our heartfelt gratitude to the extraordinary group of people 
who, for 20 years, have kept their educational legacy alive 
through a sustained commitment to and belief in the power 
of education to change people, people who will change the 
world. Thank you for your choice to create a just and kinder 
future through supporting and investing in others.
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Hannah Carrim

14



I am deeply grateful for the Ros Moger Terry Furlong 
Scholarship, as it has helped me to dedicate myself full time 
to my PhD studies in History Education at the University 
of Cape Town. It is a great honour to have been entrusted 
with upholding the values and ideals of  Ros Moger and 
Terry Furlong, as well as  of Canon Collins. I too believe 
in the value of education as a tool to challenge injustice 
and build a more equitable society. I am currently in the 
second year of my studies, undertaking research focused on 
engaging history teachers about their sense of purpose and 
how this is enacted in their classrooms. History classrooms in 
South Africa are complex spaces in which understandings of 
the past, present and future are under constant negotiation. 
They also have the potential to enable considerations for 
a more socially just society. As a former teacher myself, I 
believe that by having a deeper understanding of teachers’ 
values, attitudes and practices, we can consider the ways 
to best support them in their endeavour. I hope to be an 
‘ambassador’ for the Trust, and that my research will go some 
way towards strengthening the field of History Education in 
South Africa.
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Growing up in the dusty township of Chitungwiza in 
Zimbabwe, I was always fascinated by the incredible human 
capacity to thrive under harsh conditions. I also grew up to 
realise that while others thrived, so many did not make it in 
life. At the back of my young mind, I was always curious as 
to why some came out of adversity better and bolder, whilst 
others withered away. Not a stranger to hardship myself, it 
was this curiosity that got me started on my journey to 
understand how the environment intersected with health 
outcomes.

In 2014, at the age 28, in my bid to further understand 
human behaviour, I embarked on a Social Work degree at 
the University of Cape Town. With three small children, 
studying was hard work, especially because I needed to 
work part time to earn my school fees. Whilst doing social 
work, I was involved in therapeutic counselling, family 
counselling and psycho-education about mental illness. The 
one thing that stood out for me about the ‘revolving door’ 
patients was that the aetiology of their relapse was closely 
linked to socio-genic factors. It was at this point that I 
realised that I needed more than my Social Work degree to 
be able to make a lasting impact in the mental health field 
and in general public health. The Masters in Public Health 

Merlary Chidavaenzi
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(MPH) offered at the University of Cape Town provided an 
opportunity to further explore this phenomenon and to up-
skill myself on how to respond to such challenges. 

While I was confident that I had it in me to work hard and 
succeed, I knew how incredibly hard the journey was going 
to be financially. By that time, my children were not small 
any more and were now at school age; things went downhill 
from there. I looked for funding but the inclusion criteria for 
most scholarships was way outside my age group. I had great 
grades but very little hope of securing funding and an even 
slimmer chance of doing my MPH. Things turned around 
one day when a friend showed me the Canon Collins 
website. I could see that for the first time my age was not 
a barrier and that my research interests and the scholarship 
matched. RMTF was committed to social justice and what I 
wanted to do was to enhance universal access to healthcare. 

When I got the RMTF funding, my overwhelming feeling 
was that for the first time I was going to just focus on being 
a student and making my mark instead of juggling part-time 
jobs to pay my fees. It was such an honour when I got the 
information that RMTF was going to support me. It was 
amazing that a group of strangers had chosen ME and wanted 
to invest in my dreams. They did not know me personally 
but they were generous enough to fund my education. 

I have since been able to finish my MPH. I did my thesis 
on how grassroots activists (Street Committees) strengthen 
access to healthcare in Gugulethu. The work has been 
received well and my department is going to help me publish. 
The opportunity that I got from the RMTF scholarship has 
made an impact beyond my family and me; I have become a 
real-life example that with determination and help mothers 
of three can more than do it, they can actually thrive.  
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My name is Tatenda Kaponda, and I am privileged to 
have been one of the recipients of the Ros Moger Terry 
Furlong Scholarship. The scholarship provided me with an 
opportunity to study for an MPhil in Human Rights Law 
at the University of Cape Town in 2018. It is knowledge 
and skills that I obtained during my Masters year that I use 
on a daily basis in advocating for the rights of child refugees 
in my field of work. The children I assist will by the grace 
of God become educated to the level they desire, return to 
their countries (or stay in South Africa if they wish), and 
peacefully restore normalcy there.

Reflecting on the impact the scholarship has had on my life 
has resulted in a shift in my perception of what it means to 
be a change agent and how systems work. I have come to 
realise that often as human beings we have an affinity for 
seeing sudden and grand changes (revolutions) in the spaces 
we occupy. There is nothing bad about this. However, in my 
experience I have learnt that such occurrences are rare and 
our desire to achieve sudden and grand changes can result 
in us deferring our efforts or interventions into the future 
when we think we will be perfectly positioned to make 
such impact. 

Tatenda Kaponda
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I think being a change agent involves starting where you 
are with what you have. Although your intervention might 
not result in a sudden change, over time it does really leave 
a footprint. Take for example the number of students who 
have benefited over the past 20 years from the Ros Moger 
Terry Furlong Scholarships, and the positive work they are 
now doing in their spaces. It is also important to note that if 
small sub-systems are bubbles of positive change, the system 
is the collective of these bubbles. The Ros Moger Terry 
Furlong Scholarship has not only offered me an opportunity 
to do post-graduate studies, but it has also provided me 
with a perfect example of a change agent striving towards 
creating sub-systems of people working to create a system, a 
society in which there is freedom, equality, and the respect 
for human rights. 
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I am on the verge of completing a PhD which explores 
South Africa’s implementation of obligations flowing from 
international human rights standards against torture. I must 
convey my sincere gratitude to Canon Collins Trust for 
being an integral part of my life story. I found out about the 
Canon Collins Scholarship from a colleague at the Legal 
Resources Centre, a public-interest law firm for which I 
work as a researcher. On finding out about the scholarship, 
I applied, albeit reluctantly; my ambivalence could be 
excused. You see, I had borne the ‘trauma’ of countless 
scholarship application rejections. When I received an email 
that I had been shortlisted for a scholarship interview by 
the Canon Collins Trust, my hopes to complete a PhD 
were given a lifeline. I attended the interview and got the 
scholarship. The joy of concentrating on my studies without 
the distraction of thinking about finances is immeasurable. 
Having grown up in a small rural village, I am a witness 
to the fact that often dreams are derailed, not by lack of 
potential, but by one being a victim of circumstances. Many 
a time, in the context of acquiring an education, these are 
economic circumstances.

Tshepang Edwin 
Makwati
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When I was accepted at the University of the Witwatersrand 
to study for a PhD in 2019, my emotions oscillated between 
elation and despair. Elation because my dream of getting a 
PhD in an area of law I am passionate about had just begun; 
at least in theory. Despair because due to my economic 
circumstances at the time, this dream could remain just that 
– a dream. I had applied for a dozen scholarships without 
any success and had come to the realisation that scholarships 
are often a case of demand exceeding supply. Save for a few 
faculty scholarships and merit bursaries which part-funded 
my previous studies, I had undergone the experience of self-
funding for my previous two degrees, and it was an unpleasant 
experience. I needed to eat, pay for accommodation, have 
transport money and take care of my family back home. 
Sleepless nights and limited rest had to be my way of life 
for five years while I studied for my Bachelor of Law and 
Masters degrees. I had to do odd jobs such as tutoring high-
school students and driving tourists around Johannesburg. 
Some of these odd jobs had to be done until late into the 
night, but in the morning I would have to be in class. 

For the past two years, the Canon Collins Scholarship has 
made my research task bearable in many more ways than 
I can convey in this brief piece. I have been able to focus 
a large part of my time on the thesis instead of worrying 
about having a roof over my head or where the next meal 
will come from. I am way ahead of schedule as a result of 
the tremendous support from Canon Collins Trust. The 
support has not only been financial, but moral as well. 
Through this scholarship, I have become a member of the 
Canon Collins Trust family and aim to uphold the spirit of 
selfless contribution to humanity in order to make the world 
a better place for all of us.
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Nyasha Manjengenja
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When I completed my Advanced Level studies, I applied 
to two universities in Zimbabwe. Despite my having the 
necessary qualifications, neither of them responded to my 
applications, forcing me to consider universities outside the 
country. My parents were not in a position to afford college 
outside Zimbabwe. Armed with fierce determination as the 
first person in my family to earn a university degree, I took 
a gap year while engaging in cross-border trading to raise 
school fees to enable my study in South Africa. It worked! 
I enrolled and undertook a degree in Social Work. Due to 
the economic crisis in Zimbabwe in 2008, my parents were 
financially strained, requiring me to take on part-time jobs 
in order to supplement their support. Despite holding at 
least three or four work-study jobs at a time, I managed to 
graduate Summa Cum Laude! I determined that finances 
would not impede my dreams.

Fatigued by the complexities of working all the time while 
pursuing an education, I applied for a scholarship with 
the Canon Collins Trust, and was offered funding through 
the Ros Moger Terry Furlong funds. I was overjoyed and 
relieved, as that enabled me to drop at least two part-time 
jobs while focusing on my studies. My Master’s thesis looked 
at the challenges faced by undocumented Zimbabwean 
immigrants in raising families while maintaining their 
identity in South Africa. This thesis was inspired by a few 
countrymen and women that I interfaced with. I wished to 
bring to the fore the plight of undocumented immigrants 
at a time of xenophobic attacks in South Africa. The thesis 
generated recommendations for social service professionals 
and legislators working with undocumented families in 
accessing their basic human rights.

I proceeded to apply for funding to pursue a PhD. This 
time, my focus was on how best the Zimbabwean problems 
forcing many to leave the country could be addressed. Again, 
the Ros Moger Terry Furlong scholarship came to my 
rescue! During a cocktail event organised by Canon Collins, 
a representative of the foundation asked what I intended to 
do with my studies upon completion. I informed her and she 
said, ‘We definitely must fund this thesis!’ And so it was, my 
PhD was funded! I have reached the end of my PhD journey 
and am awaiting graduation. My PhD topic was ‘The role 
that social workers can play in response to atrocities such as 
Gukurahundi in Zimbabwe’. In my thesis, I have presented 
a framework that can be used by social workers, designed 
to attend to peace-building initiatives in the country while 
contributing to national healing. I am working on going 
back to Zimbabwe and putting this framework to use. 

Zimbabwe is a great nation and has the adequate skill, 
knowledge and willing personnel to turn the country 
around, and I am working on being part of the change I 
want to see in addressing the human rights violations that 
have affected human wellbeing and development there. 
In essence, this funding has enabled me to be strategically 
positioned to respond to the crisis of the day, to put food on 
my family’s table, and to become a recognised professional 
and specialist in my field. I remain eternally grateful for the 
support I received over the years!
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My name is Kgadi Clarrie Mathabathe. I will never forget 
the feeling when I was told that although my application 
for a Canon Collins Trust scholarship was not successful, 
I would receive financial aid from the Ros Moger Terry 
Furlong Scholarship Fund, which previously only funded 
postgraduate studies in the language arts. I would be the 
first Science student they were willing to fund. With the 
funding I commenced my PhD in Science Education 
at the University of Pretoria, one of the largest and best 
universities in South Africa. The funding took away the 
stress of having to worry about finances, to enable me to 
focus on my studies. I was able to secure accommodation 
closer to the universities in town. I was in addition afforded 
the opportunity to benefit from the support and networks 
offered by the Canon Collins Trust through their scholars’ 
conferences. 

I completed my PhD in 2016 and graduated in the 
graduation ceremony of April 2017. This was a proud 
moment, not only for my family, as I was the first in the 
family to achieve a PhD degree. Obtaining the degree 
meant that I could now apply for leadership positions in 
higher education. One moment I will never forget in my 
journey with the scholarship is when the scholarship team 

Kgadi Clarrie 
Mathabathe 
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funded my travel to London to meet me in person and allow 
me to share my story. My gratitude was expressed in the 
following quote in my PhD thesis:

‘I wish to thank the Canon Collins Trust and the Ros Moger 
Terry Furlong sponsors. Your funding and support made this 
study possible. Thank you for believing in a young girl from 
the rural township of Hammanskraal and for making the 
effort of flying me to London to meet with me in person. I 
promise to pay it forward. You are simply the best!’

In 2018 I was appointed head of community-based research 
and postgraduate research at the university’s Mamelodi 
campus. Here I was able to make an impact on the lives 
of students enrolled in the university’s extended curriculum 
programme, a flagship programme aimed at increasing access 
for previously disadvantaged students to Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Mathematics programmes. In April 2020, I 
was appointed Deputy Director: Academic Development in 
the university’s centre for teaching and learning excellence, 
the Department for Education Innovation. The new role 
at UP requires that I provide strategic leadership on the 
academic development of students and teaching staff in 
support of the university’s mission to provide holistic student 
support. Among various accolades and opportunities, I 
was selected to participate in the Mandela Washington 
Fellowship programme of 2016, was announced as one of 
the Mail and Guardian Top 200 young South Africans in 
Education in 2014, and was a recipient of the 2018 South 
African Chemical Institute’s Chemistry Education award. I 
am happy to declare that the opportunities made possible 
by the funding I received enabled me to hone my skills and 
talents and find my voice. 
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Macdelyn Mosalagae 
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On 14 December 2020 history was made in Botswana 
when I gained my PhD in Inclusive Education from the 
University of the Witwatersrand. I had received a Ros 
Moger Terry Furlong Scholarship under the auspices of the 
Canon Collins  Trust.

I became the first Motswana religious sister in the country 
and in the Congregation of the Sisters of Calvary to earn 
a PhD. My thesis was entitled ‘Capabilities approach to an 
African inclusive education in the Technical and Vocational 
Education and Training (TVET) sector in Botswana’. 

The study investigated the experiences of students with 
disabilities, and the understanding of what it means to 
be included in two TVET institutions in Botswana. The 
study’s distinctive contribution came from its use of the 
capabilities approach and the African philosophy of Botho 
in relation to inclusive education and disability in TVET. 
These frameworks advanced new understanding of how an 
inclusive African TVET with a vision of developing human 
potential could be imagined.

As a religious woman my doctorate empowers me greatly 
to practise my charism well, in line with advocating for 
those marginalised in the church, as well as within the 
Congregation. Exclusion comes in many forms; it can be 
excluding another sister by disregarding her views and not 
recognising her potential. Therefore, as an advocate for 
inclusion, I will work towards uplifting other sisters, helping 
them to be and do what they have reason to value in order 
to live a contented and happy religious vocation.

Professionally, as an inclusionist I want to become an activist 
in issues of social justice in education. I want practically 
to implement recommendations from my thesis, making 
changes in the lives of marginalised communities by building 
a dual-pathways vocational secondary school with a vision of 
human development. 
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I finished my doctoral studies in 2014 and graduated March 
2015. One of the benefits of receiving the Ros Moger 
Terry Furlong scholarship was the opportunity to attend 
the Canon Collins scholars’ conference in 2013, held in 
Johannesburg. Although at that time I never thought my 
research would amount to much, let alone something 
publishable, I attended the seminar on publishing one 
afternoon, because there was nothing else I could find to go 
to. The seminar was informative, insofar as information for 
information’s sake goes. 

OK, so let me backtrack a bit, so you might understand 
where I was coming from. My study was based on an action-
research approach (which I was learning as we went along) 
and I worked with a group of ex-ZPRA combatants (who 
were the primary focus of the 1980s Gukurahundi atrocities 
committed by the ZANUPF government on the people 
of Matebeleland). The question we sought to answer was 
whether it would be possible for victims of Gukurahundi 
to heal themselves in the absence of an official apology 
and/or healing programme. My fieldwork took about two 
years to complete and was often confusing and frustrating 
as things hardly ever flowed according to expectations and 
set timelines. 

Therefore, in 2013, I was in the middle of fieldwork and 
had doubts about the final outcome of my research, so you 
can understand publishing was the farthest thing from my 
mind at that point. I am, however, very glad I attended that 
seminar because the research somehow went better than 
I thought and the final product even surprised me. From 
my dissertation/thesis, I published three journal articles 
and a book chapter. One of these articles, published in the 
Peace and Conflict Studies Journal, led to several offers to 
publish my work as a book. Even Zondervan contacted me, 

Dumisani Ngwenya
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but they called a bit late as I had just agreed with Springer 
to publish the book. And so it was that in 2018 my book 
was published. The chapters from this book have been 
downloaded over 3000 times in this short space of time; the 
article in Peace and Conflict Studies has also proved to be 
popular and has been read in countries I am unlikely to set 
foot on in my lifetime.

I have presented portions of my study to two international 
conferences. The most surprising was the invitation to the 
Turkey Human Rights Foundation conference that was 
meant to have been held in May 2020 in Izmir. Unfortunately, 
due to Covid-19, it had to be moved to October and 
online. Nevertheless, as Africa’s sole representative at that 
conference, it was a great privilege and pleasure to share my 
findings with the human-rights defenders in Turkey.

The stuttering seedling watered by the Ros Moger Terry 
Furlong scholarship continues to grow and bear fruit, thanks 
to the opportunity presented to me by the Canon Collins 
Trust back then in 2009.
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The year 2008 was a defining moment in my life and 
academic career. I was ecstatic to receive a full scholarship 
to pursue PhD studies at Stellenbosch University in South 
Africa from the Ros Moger Terry Furlong Scholarship 
Fund. Emerging from the political turmoil and the 
crumbling economy of Zimbabwe, I seized the opportunity 
with appreciative zeal and wholehearted gratitude. With the 
help of a future-oriented and energetic team of supervisors, 
I graduated in December 2010; just two and half years after 
the commencement of my studies. The Ros Moger Terry 
Furlong Scholarships provided the peace of mind that I 
needed for an intense and demanding study programme. 

Before I even graduated, I had been accepted at the 
University of Cape Town (UCT) to pursue research as a 
post-doctoral fellow under the guidance of the late Professor 
Harry Garuba. This period stabilised and grounded me as 
an emerging researcher. I spent a year and half of arduous 
but fulfilling internship from January 2011 to June 2012 at 
UCT. Later in 2012, I obtained a full-time lecturer position 
at the University of Venda, Limpopo in South Africa, where 
I am now a senior lecturer.

In the eight years that I have spent at the University of Venda, 
I have had the privilege of teaching at both undergraduate 
and post-graduate levels. I have supervised five MA students 
and two PhD candidates to graduation. Additionally, I have 
supervised several honours students who have graduated 
and are now working in different parts of South Africa. 
Receiving emails of appreciation from former students 
has been one of the most rewarding experiences of my 
academic career. 

Isaac Ndlovu
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Furthermore, I received recognition as a researcher from 
the South African National Research Foundation by being 
awarded a Y2 rating in 2013 and a C3 re-rating in 2019. 
This is acknowledgment by my peers that I am now an 
established scholar. I accept this accolade with humility 
knowing that it comes with heavy academic and scholarly 
responsibilities. I am also a member and beneficiary of the 
African Humanities Program of the American Council of 
Learned Societies. These recognitions come with research 
funds that I have used to sponsor post-graduate students 
under my supervision. I have also used some of these funds 
to pursue research that explores the literary depictions of 
social, economic and political challenges in Zimbabwe and 
South Africa, with the hope of providing helpful insights 
into some of these problems. 

I can attest that every single life that is touched by the Ros 
Moger Terry Furlong Scholarships is positively transformed 
in ways we cannot quantify. Without exaggeration or being 
trite, I can say the scholarship changed my life in ways I had 
never imagined but had always dreamt of. This has had a 
positive spillover effect on the lives of my loved ones and of 
those that I have taught, supervised and sponsored. I implore 
us all that as we commemorate the 20th anniversary of 
these scholarships, we may not lose sight of the immense 
contribution that they have made to the improvement of 
many lives in southern Africa. Therefore, my heartfelt wish 
is that as the founders of these life-transforming scholarships 
get older, younger individuals who are passionate about 
education and all beneficiaries of the Ros Moger Terry 
Furlong Scholarships pick up the torch and run with it 
to brighten the future of further generations of southern 
African scholars.
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I am currently a Professor in the Department of Education 
Leadership and Management in the Faculty of Education, 
University of Johannesburg, South Africa. I am immediate 
former Vice Dean: Research and Internationalization in the 
Faculty of Education; Visiting Professor at the University 
of Nigeria, Nsukka; and a National Research Foundation 
Rated Researcher. 

A central strand in my research trajectory has been a focus 
on women and/or gender in education. I graduated with a 
Masters in Education from the University of Cape Town, 
specialising in language and literature. The thesis, which 
was entitled ‘A Postmodern Feminist Critique of the English 
Language Curriculum’, paved the way for my PhD studies 
entitled ‘Enacting Feminisms in Academia’. The generous 
and life-changing financial support that I received from the 
Ros Moger Scholarship contributed to my obtaining my 
PhD from the University of Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, 
in 2005. 

I have drawn theoretical and methodological insights from 
critical theory and critical feminist sensibilities. These 
discourses have provided a valuable platform for describing 
women’s marginalised status in education, explaining 
its causes and consequences, and strategising towards 
social-justice initiatives. My scholarship in education 
has confirmed that despite teaching being a feminised 
profession, mainstream research in educational leadership is 
notorious for its western-centric and masculinist bias. My 
scholarly activities attempt to foreground the non-neutrality 
and political dynamics of teaching, learning and leading 
education in diverse socio-economic, geo-political and 
cultural contexts. 

I have been the principal investigator on the following 
funded research projects: Women Leading in Disadvantaged 

Juliet Perumal
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Educational Contexts; Women Leading Education in Africa; 
and Critically Leaderful Education Leadership. I was also a 
co-investigator on The Impact of Religious and Cultural 
Practices on Girls’ Human Rights and the Supervision and 
Support of Postgraduate Students in Higher Education.  I 
collaborated on the NUFFIC-funded project on Sexual and 
Reproductive Health. 

These research projects have explored women, educational 
leaders, as transformative intellectuals (wittingly or 
unwittingly enacting education for social justice). Some of 
the recurring themes that have emerged from these projects 
include the challenges of immigrant and refugee teachers 
leading in foreign education contexts; the personal and 
professional stresses associated with curriculum change and 

the intensification of emotional and affective labour; reliance 
on spiritual and virtuous leadership to navigate teaching in 
debilitating, dangerous and demanding school communities; 
exploring female principals’ experiences in cultural climates 
that cast them as Outside-Other; problematising servant 
leadership in relation to intersectionality politics (as it relates 
to race, class, gender, language, ethnicity, etc.); acknowledging 
the invaluable role male colleagues play in promoting and 
practising nurturance pedagogies; the imperative to create 
educational communities of practice premised on gender 
inclusivity; student diversity and social cohesion; and posing 
the question: What is the colour of poverty?

In 2015 I won the Joyce Cain Award for outstanding research 
on peoples of African descent for my paper  ‘Pedagogy of 
refuge: education in a time of dispossession’. (Perumal, 2013)

Among the various national and international scholarships 
and research awards, grants, and fellowships I have been 
awarded, the Ros Moger Scholarship, administered under 
the auspices of the Canon Collins Educational and Legal 
Assistance Trust, holds a special place in my academic 
journey. The financial support that I received from the Ros 
Moger Scholarship enabled me to complete my doctoral 
studies and to pursue a career in academia. Ros’s efforts 
to promote gender inclusivity and social justice live on 
through the endeavours of my students and me, who strive 
to be transformative intellectuals. Inspired by Ros Moger, we 
recognise that: 

‘…the struggle for justice requires one to march with love 
and pain, simultaneously; and to make this march alongside 
those with nothing, for the eternal losers, those without 
names, without faces, is to stand for the dignity of everyone.’ 
(Marcos, 1995, pp. 168-169)
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My name is Zoe Postman. I’m a former journalist, activist 
and current Masters scholar in Politics at the University of 
Witwatersrand. I have been a grateful recipient of the Ros 
Moger Terry Furlong scholarship fund for two years. 

It is no secret that South Africa has a shortage of funding 
for tertiary education, often leaving the brightest minds 
disappointed and discouraged. Free education has been 
both a demand and a promise for many years, yet we are 
not much closer to achieving this reality. As a result, many 
learners and scholars rely on funding from the government 
or external funders to further their education. 

When I first thought about pursuing my Masters degree, 
I knew that I would not be able to fund it on my own. I 
was anxious about whether I was good enough to produce 
relevant research, whether I was still capable of researching 
and writing academically, and whether funders would 
believe in what I had to offer. I had little to no hope of 
securing funding from the government, as it was already 
overburdened, so securing external funding was my first and 
last hope. 

The application process, which was initially to Canon 
Collins Trust, was thorough and challenging but I was 
excited to find a fund that aligned with my values and 
beliefs in a just and equal society for all. 

I was then informed that I would be funded through a 
separate fund in partnership with Canon Collins called 
the Ros Moger Terry Furlong Scholarship Fund. Upon 
researching the Fund, I was excited to discover that it too 
shared the same core values around equal access to education 
as myself. Being awarded this funding pushed me to come 
face to face with my anxieties, and realise that there were 
people who saw my potential and believed in it. 

Zoe Postman
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The Canon Collins Trust and the Ros Moger Terry Furlong 
Scholarship Fund validated not only my dreams to pursue 
my Masters degree but also my values and beliefs outside my 
academic work. Throughout the year, the Fund continued 
to validate and support my academic and activist work both 
directly and indirectly. 

2020 was a scary and unusual year in everyone’s lives. This 
was particularly true for those of us who decided to pursue 
an academic project while it felt like the world was burning 
to the ground. It was incredibly challenging to think and 
write on a theoretical level while simultaneously witnessing 
how inequality had been manifested and exacerbated by the 
Covid-19 pandemic. 

I struggled with the feeling that I was not doing enough 
with and for the people who were left destitute by the 
Covid-19 lockdown. 

Through the support of the Fund, I was able to get more 
involved in my activism work with African Reclaimers 
Organisation (ARO) when it was really needed. Reclaimers  
– people who collect and recycle materials informally – 
were prevented from working during the hard stages of 
lockdown, which had a huge impact on their livelihoods. As 
a result of the funding, I was able to dedicate more time to 
working with ARO to advocate for reclaimers, as opposed 
to doing a full-time job to support myself and meet my 
financial obligations back home. 

This work was also greatly beneficial to my academic 
project, which is researching the ways in which reclaimers 
organise as a social movement in Johannesburg. It led to 
working on different projects involving reclaimers, which 
gave me invaluable insight into their struggles. 

Although my funding was initially for one year, I had to 
extend my degree by another year as my project had been 
affected by the Covid-19 lockdown. I am incredibly grateful 
that the Ros Moger Terry Furlong Scholarship Fund agreed 
to fund my studies for another year. This has given me the 
encouragement and motivation I needed to complete my 
studies this year. 

The Ros Moger Terry Furlong Scholarship Fund can say 
that it has inspired and supported a passionate young woman 
who is excited to make a difference in the present and in 
the future.
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It cannot be over-emphasised that education is the vehicle 
through which the emancipation and empowerment of 
marginalised populations can be achieved. Having grown 
up as a blind orphan in rural Zimbabwe, I certainly came 
to that important realisation early in life. I needed to be 
focused and to work hard in school in order to have a realistic 
chance for a successful and decent life as a disabled person. 
This self-determination and support from wellwishers 
created opportunities for me to excel academically even 
beyond all expectations. The generous Ros Moger Terry 
Furlong Scholarship funding that I received through the 
Canon Collins Trust in 2017 became the ‘icing on the cake’ 
for my professional development and career. It enabled 
me to establish the requisite foundation I needed for my 
doctoral studies that began at the University of Cape Town 
and will end at the University of Illinois at Chicago, where 
I am now on the verge of completing my PhD in Disability 
Studies. The RMTF Scholarship Fund therefore immensely 
contributed to the recognition and respect I have earned 
through my work with and in the disability community 
in my home country and beyond, and as a researcher/
scholar and rights activist of note. I am forever indebted 
and grateful to the RMTF Fund for the investment they 
have made in me, which I will treasure until my last breath. 
I have committed the rest of my life to contributing in my 
own small way towards the education of others, particularly 
disabled people for whom opportunities do not always 
come easily.  

Kudzai Shava
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Ben de Souza

My name is Ben de Souza from Malawi. In 2019 I was 
awarded the Ros Moger Terry Furlong (RMTF) scholarship 
through the Canon Collins Trust, for Masters study at 
Rhodes University in South Africa. I successfully completed 
my study with a thesis titled ‘Policy and Practice of Inclusive 
Education for Mainstream Secondary Teachers Supporting 
Learners with Physical Disabilities in the Lower Shire, 
Malawi’. Initially, I did not understand why donors spend 
their money helping individuals they do not even know 
to undertake postgraduate studies. I have learnt two major 
things during my time as a RMTF Canon Collins scholar. 

First, I realised that to receive a scholarship is to accept 
activism. Before my Masters study, I was already involved in 
some advocacy work on inclusion in Malawi. However, I had 
very little understanding of the rationale behind activism. 
Through RMTF, I have become well aware that there are 
some individuals whose future depends on activism. These 
individuals include learners with disabilities in the Malawian 
education system. Second, a postgraduate study puts one 
into a spotlight. I can attest that before my Masters study, I 
was hardly involved in any meaningful decision-making in 
my society. Now, I am being invited to policy-formulation 
consultations. Through such consultations, I am able to voice 
resistance to injustices faced by minorities in my society. My 
plea goes to the donors of the RMTF scholarship. I thank 
you for your kindness. I would like to wholeheartedly request 
you to continue this funding so that my fellow Malawians 
passionate about changing our country through education 
should have the same opportunity I had. Remember the 
words of Nelson Mandela: ‘Education is the most powerful 
weapon which you can use to change the world.’
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If you have been inspired by the testimonies 
in this booklet to contribute to the further 
work of the Ros Moger Terry Furlong 
Scholarships fund, do be in touch with the 
Canon Collins Trust directly at:

info@canoncollins.org.uk 

or with John Richmond at:

john@myproperlife.com
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