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In the face of widespread inequality, and 
human and climate injustice, southern Africa 
needs transformative leaders working at all 
levels of society to effect meaningful change.

They need to be armed with the expertise to 
innovate African solutions.

They need solidarity and support because the 
path is neither easy nor possible to do alone.

By funding their research and postgraduate 
study, the Canon Collins Trust empowers their 
commitment to social justice. 

We keep the fire burning by creating 
opportunities for collaboration, and building 
lifelong networks of solidarity.
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JUSTICE4

What started as a response to 
Apartheid-era repression, with 
scholarships awarded to exiled South 
Africans and Namibians with the 
potential to become leaders in the 
future, has evolved into a southern 
Africa region-wide programme of 
support to change-makers who are 
passionate about social justice. 

SOCIAL
OUR VISION IS 

An open and just society  
in southern Africa. 

 
OUR MISSION IS 

To advance social justice in 
southern Africa by building and 
supporting a strong community 
of leaders, thinkers, activists and 
organisations who collectively 
achieve an extraordinary impact 
on society. 
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MORE 
MINDFUL
LESS 
MOUTHFUL

Canon Collins Educational 
and Legal Assistance Trust  

IS CHANGING ITS 
NAME TO
Canon Collins Trust The Trust’s merger with the Legal 

Assistance Trust 10 years ago 
was an important milestone and 
deepened our long relationship 
with the Legal Resources Centre 
in South Africa, with whom our 
partnership continues to flourish.



“Young people are desperately seeking to equip themselves to play their part in building 
the future democratic, non-racial South Africa. The Trust is making a crucial contribution 
which is restricted only by lack of funds.” Nelson Mandela 

 

Canon Collins Scholar 2005 

GRACE CHIPALO MUTATI 
 
Dr. Mutati was supported by the Trust to study Community Eye 
Health at the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine in 
2005-6. On her return to Zambia she was one of only 18 qualified 
ophthalmologists to serve a population of 15 million in Zambia.  
Dr. Mutati established UTH Eye Hospital, a centre of excellence 
for eye care. She had the centre moved to a location closer to 
public transport, enabling access for the wider population.

Dr. Mutati spearheaded the development of a master’s 
training programme in ophthalmology, enrolling both local and 
international students in the program, and allowing Zambia 
to start training ophthalmologists for the very first time. She 
was able to expand UTH Eye Hospital to attract specialized 
ophthalmologists to head an anterior segment department, 
a pediatric clinic, a glaucoma clinic, a retina clinic, and an 
oculoplastic clinic. Today she is exploring the use of artificial 
intelligence in identifying and reducing blindness due to diabetes.

ALUMNI FROM THE ARCHIVES

Canon Collins Scholar 1993 
GHALEEB JEPPIE 

Ghaleeb Jeppie came from Cape Town to London 
to study at the Institute of Education in 1993. He 
successfully completed a Masters in Vocational 
Education and Training. He returned to South 
Africa and took up a senior post at the Ministry of 
Education and Culture in the Northern Cape. His 
outstanding ability soon led him to the Department 
of Higher Education, where he is now Chief Director: 
International Relations, Department of Higher 
Education and Training.
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A MESSAGE  
FROM OUR CEO

A MEMORABLE YEAR

N o events, no parties,  
no matter! Our time will come. 
This is how I sum up 2021, our 

40th Anniversary Year, which began 
and ended with most of the world under 
various levels of Coronavirus restriction. 
A memorable year in that sense – which 
most of us would rather forget.

Working from home gave the staff and 
the trustees the opportunity to reflect 
and define more clearly why we exist. In 
our new Strategy, for 2021 to 2023, we 
now make it clearer that we are doing 
two main things: 

Firstly, we ignite leaders. We provide 
the spark that lights the ‘fire in the belly’ 
of activists with a passion for social 
change. Or maybe that fire is already 
raging and we can add fuel – through 
our scholarship programme that helps 
hone their research and study skills, 
making them leaders in their field.

Secondly, we build the networks that 
leaders and activists need, in order 
to really ‘drive’ social change. This 
community of activists and like-minded 
organisations is very important to us, and 
it is a lamentable loss that for two years 
Covid-19 has prevented the gatherings 
that make such a network so fruitful and 
effective. 2022 will be better.

We mourn the passing of two leaders 
with a passion for social change who 
were lost to the world at the end of 
2021. One was Emeritus Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu who inspired countless 
leaders and activists during his 90 years 
of life, including those Canon Collins 
scholars and guests who gathered to 
hear him speak in London in May 2006.

The second passing was even closer 
to the Canon Collins family: Dewa 
Mavhinga, head of Human Rights Watch 
in southern Africa and former Canon 
Collins scholar will be sorely missed. His 
tireless campaigns, particularly on basic 
human rights in Zimbabwe, are sadly lost 
but his legacy lives on.

You may not be a Desmond or a Dewa 
but you clearly care about injustices 
in this world. Please do all you can 
to continue supporting our work and 
making it better-known. Thank you.

7
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CHAIRPERSON’S 
REPORT 

I am proud to have been appointed 
as Chair of the board of trustees, 
to build on the sterling work 

of John Battersby, the outgoing 
chairperson. I am grateful to all our 
sponsors who enable us to make a 
valuable contribution to society by 
building a community of leaders, 
thinkers, activists, and social justice 
organisations.

The Trust concluded another successful 
year, despite challenges presented by 
the ongoing pandemic. During the year 
we celebrated the 20th anniversary 
of RMTF, a valued sponsor. The Trust’s 
anniversary celebrations continue 
into 2022, marking 40 years since the 
passing of Canon John Collins, our 
founder.

We supported 63 new scholars during 
2021 with additional financial support 
extended to scholars with disabilities. 
We are delighted to announce new 
scholarships which include the Climate 
Justice programme.

While we were unable to host our 
annual scholar conference in person, 
we convened several virtual events, 
nurturing our scholar and stakeholder 
communities. We remain hopeful that 
2022 will allow us to reconnect in person 
to foster these relationships. 

We continue to work closely with 
our partners, among them the Legal 
Resources Centre and Equal Education 
and we have recently joined hands with 
the Institute for Economic Justice and the 
University of the Witwatersrand.

I wish to express my appreciation to our 
patrons, advisory board and the board 
of trustees. During the year, we bade 
farewell to John Battersby, Lawson 
Naidoo and Kai Easton; all longstanding 
trustees to whom we are grateful for their 
loyalty and wisdom. We welcomed Prof. 
Nuraan Davids and Bryan Mundy to the 
board and look forward to the benefit of 
their expertise.

On behalf of the trustees, I wish to extend 
thanks to our energetic staff team who 
work tirelessly to allow the Trust to create 
magic in the intersection of activism 
and research in spite of testing global 
circumstances.
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ETHEL DE KEYSER   
by Sir Antony Sher W hen I met Ethel de Keyser in 

1988 it changed my life. She 
invited me to the Islington 

headquarters of BDAF (British Defence 
and Aid Fund) which she ran. It had been 
set up to provide legal and family support 
for the victims of apartheid in South 
Africa. She wanted me to help organize a 
fund-raising gala at Sadler’s Wells.

She made a strong first impression. Short, 
round, with black hair, and wide, smiling, 
mandarin-like features, she moved 
round her domain (rooms of overflowing 
filing cabinets and hillocks of stacked 

Diminutive, demanding, 
delightful: Ethel de Keyser was 

“a mother to our South African 
scholarship students abroad.” 

documents) with a punchy little walk, 
smoking, clutching a mug of coffee, 
and immediately recognisable as 
that unmistakable breed of political 
campaigner: the tireless one. 

Born in 1926, she was from a similar 
background to me: a Jewish family 
who had fled anti-Semitism in eastern 
Europe and settled in Cape Town, 
where they prospered. But there all 
comparisons ended. While the Shers 
remained determinedly apolitical, 
Ethel’s older brother Jack Tarshish 
had become a freedom fighter for the 

9

A few months before 
he passed away on 2 
December 2021, Sir 
Antony Sher wrote 
this touching tribute 
for his friend Ethel de 
Keyser. Rest in peace 
Sir Antony Sher



10

ANC. Ethel began to work for the ANC 
herself. In 1963, while driving through 
central Cape Town, her car was suddenly 
surrounded by Special Branch men, and 
she was served with a deportation order. 
“I wish I’d scared them away by screaming 
my head off and running down the main 
street,” she told me; “But I suppose I was 
just too well brought up.”

These images delighted me. It was one of 
the aspects of Ethel which I grew to love: 
her sense of humour.

Back in the U.K., she joined the Anti-Apartheid 
Movement in 1965, and was soon in charge 
of the group. Then in 1981, Canon John 
Collins, who had founded the International 
Defence and Aid Fund, persuaded her 
to head the British section, BDAF. Here 
she really came into her own, thanks to a 
special gift. People mostly said no to her 
requests for donations. This was not a 
word she knew. Eventually they said yes.

And so it was with me in 1988. My acting 
and writing careers were keeping me 
extremely busy; I didn’t have time to 
organize a gala. I said no. Then I said yes.

The gala was directed by Greg Doran 
(then my partner, now husband), and 
titled Two Dogs and Freedom. This 
came from a poem by a 6 year old boy 
in Soweto: “When I am old I would like to 
have a wife and two children, and a big 
house, and two dogs and freedom.”

It was an immensely moving occasion.

Mandela was keenly aware of Ethel 
and her work. In a tribute, he described 
her as “a brave and courageous human 
being” and “a mother to our South African 
scholarship students abroad.”

Having no family of her own – “I don’t 
have time for all that,” she once told me 
breezily – Ethel poured her maternal 
instincts into the young people coming 
from South Africa, Namibia, Zimbabwe, 
Zambia and Malawi (BDAF had spawned 
the Canon Collins Educational Trust for 
Southern Africa). One of her proudest 
achievements was the funding of the 
Phelophepa Health Train, which travelled 

“a brave and courageous 
human being.” 

to remote areas of the Eastern Cape 
with medical staff and educators on 
board. It was run by another great 
mama figure and alumna, Lillian Cingo. 

I never felt that Ethel fully received the 
recognition she deserved, though it 
was very satisfying in 2001 when she 
was awarded an OBE for services to 
race relations.

We continued to see one another 
regularly, and I knew about her failing 
health, but it still came as a shock when 
she died on the 16th July 2004.

Her funeral was held at Golders Green 
crematorium. It was packed with 
friends and supporters – so packed, 
in fact, that I found myself wondering 
if she might not be somewhere among 
the crowd, just out of sight, but moving 
among the mourners, doing her 
customary thing: introducing people 
to one another, discussing the current 
situation in South Africa, and, of 
course, asking for donations, being told 
no, then patiently persisting until they 
said yes.

10
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TRIBUTE TO DEWA

O n December 4, 2021, Dewa 
Mavhinga, our deeply loved 
and respected alumnus, passed 

away from COVID. At the time of his 
death, he was the southern Africa 
Director of Human Rights Watch, 
overseeing and supporting a broad 
range of work in the region, including 
exposing and bringing an end to 
political repression, forced evictions 
of indigenous people, and violence 

“Dewa Mavhinga was a beacon  
of integrity and courage who kept 
alive the flame of social justice in 
the face of serial violations.”

and discrimination against women, 
LGBT people, and foreigners, as well 
as demanding access to clean water 
and fair distribution of vaccines and 
COVID-19 relief packages. 

Dewa stood firm against the brutality 
of repressive governments, he guarded 
the rights of the most vulnerable. Dewa’s 
activism was driven by a fierce intellect, 
but also by deep empathy, kindness, and 

generosity of mind, heart and spirit. 
He was a role model, a guide and a 
deeply respected and loved member 
of our Canon Collins community. 
We will miss his mentorship, gentle 
wisdom and unfailing willingness to 
build those around him in pursuit of a 
better society. 

Hamba Kahle Comrade. Rest in Peace. 
Thank you for all you gave us. 
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“Through your life and work; you 
inspired many people; myself included 
to continuously fight for what is 
right. As you depart this world; know 
that you’ll forever be cherished and 
remembered. We’ll pick up from where 
you left and make sure that one day; 
the moral arc of the universe eventually 
bends towards justice. May your dear 
soul rest in eternal peace!“
Darlington Tshuma

“Dewa Mavhinga was a beacon of integrity and 
courage who kept alive the flame of social 
justice in the face of serial violations. He 
showed us how to speak truth to power. He 
enriched our work and bolstered our resolve. 
The best way to honour his life is to learn from 
his example and continue his work. Long live 
the spirit of Dewa Mavhinga.” 
John Battersby, Canon Collins Trust Advisory Board  
and former chair of trustees

TRIBUTE TO DEWA
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49
South Africa

1
Namibia

2
Botswana

3
Zambia

1
Angola

39
Zimbabwe

12
Malawi

3
Lesotho

2
Eswatini

13

FOR THESE PEOPLE

58 Female
54 Male

IN THESE DISCIPLINES 

52 Law
30 Humanities 
  & Social Sciences
24 Education
 4 Science
 2 Arts

IN 2021, WE 
SUPPORTED  
112 SCHOLARS
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In 2021, we awarded 64 new scholarships from 14 different 
scholarship programmes for study in 2022. 

WE INTRODUCED TWO NEW SCHOLARSHIPS 
STARTING IN 2022 

Climate Justice programme: 
two scholars selected 

Canon Collins Scholarship for Economic Justice:  
this includes a Masters in Applied Development 
Economics at Wits University and an internship  
at the Institute for Economic Justice. 

In addition to these, we nominated 19 scholars for Commonwealth 
Scholarships in the UK, and further 26 scholars were selected for 
postgraduate fellowships in Ireland.

WHAT’S NEW IN 2022

6  LLM via distance 
learning study with the 
University of London

 

Joffe Charitable Trust scholars Khutso Mashifane 
and Tasreeq Ferreira who both completed in 2021 
Summa Cum Laude will be doing their internships 
at the Legal Resources Centre and the Equal 
Education Law Centre in 2022.

15  LLB courses at the 
Universities of Western 
Cape and Fort Hare

43  Masters and PhD 
students studying at 
South African universities. 
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LUSAKA, ZAMBIA

BIO-ETHICS 101

D ominic Liche is doing his PhD 
in Public Health. He is a lecturer 
in Philosophy and Applied 

Ethics at the University of Zambia. 
In his PhD (Public Health) research, 
Dominic is exploring African ethics and 
its application to emerging bioethical 
problems for end of life decisions. 

In 2021, Dominic ran a blog on Facebook 
dubbed Bioethics 101 featuring articles 
on health-related ethical issues, with 
Covid-19 a dominant theme. The 
attention these articles drew led to 
Dominic being included in a team of 
researchers who contributed to a study 
on some of the ethical issues that the 
Covid-19 pandemic presented in Zambia. 
This led to policy recommendations for 
the Ministry of Health.

MALAWI

TWEETING POWER IN AFRICA

Canon Collins PhD scholar, Albert Sharra, 
has been exploring the power of digital 
activism as a force for change in Africa. 

“People have tried to dismiss online 
activism, calling it ‘clicktivism’ in which 
people just tweet or share posts without 
a purpose. However, evidence shows 
the opposite. People are taking online 
activism seriously and we can see how 
activists such as Evan Mawarire in 
Zimbabwe are challenging established 
institutions such as government with 
online protests.”

But paper is not dead!

N
EW

S
At the same time, Albert has 
been leading in the charge 
of the “Tiwerenge newspaper 
project”. This project has 
funded over fifty schools from 
across Malawi to receive a 
copy of the Weekend Nation 
newspaper every Saturday as 
a way of encouraging a culture 
of reading and media literacy. 

“When I was a child, I 
would walk about 
10km to and from the 
nearest library to read 
newspapers. I want 
every child in Malawi 
to have access to a 
newspaper. They will 
start to enjoy reading, 
and with time, move on 
to books.”

NEWS
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ZIMBABWE

BAGS OF LOVE

Zimbabwe has an estimated 1,3 million 
children who have lost one or both 
parents to Aids. The country’s social 
services have struggled to provide for 
these children and they require urgent 
humanitarian assistance. Last year, 
scholar Solomon Tawanda Ndondo’s 
Africa Rise Foundation created the 
Bags of Love for Child Headed Families 
project. These bags of love cater for the 
basic needs of children. In 2021, Africa 
Rise Foundation received an award from 
National Foods Limited for contribution 
towards SDGs including US$2000 worth 
of groceries towards the cause.

ALEXANDRA TOWNSHIP, JOHANNESBURG 

NYAOPE – A HIDDEN EPIDEMIC 
OF ADDICTION

Children as young as primary school 
learners are being lured into addiction to 
the drug nyaope. Nyaope is a black tar 
heroin, mixed with cannabis and other 
substances (including HIV medication) 
that has gripped impoverished 
communities. It is a ticking time bomb 
South Africa is sitting on unawares. 
Canon Collins scholar Fundiswa Mdunge, 
(Masters in Psychology), has helped to 
develop a psycho-social community 
support project for nyaope addicts 
and their family members. This includes 
emotional support, family reintegration, 
communication skills, coping strategies 
and psycho-education on nyaope 
addiction. 

ZIMBABWE

TEEN SUICIDE

Mental health is not a topic freely spoken 
about in African societies. 2021 witnessed 
an increase in cases of suicides amongst 
adolescents in Zimbabwe. As part of the 
Girls Rights Movement, Natasha Ruya 
started WhatsApp discussions for girls and 
mental health experts to discuss mental 
health issues. This activity has seen an 
increase in adolescent girls requesting 
counselling services.

NEWS



17

SCHOLARS’

SCHOLAR17



18

U nathi September is passionate about ICT in Education for development in Africa. He believes 
that technology will play a vital role in improving education practice, outcomes and access in the 
future if applied with well-researched fundamentals. He is enrolled in a PhD in Information Systems 

programming to learn how Explainable Artificial Intelligence can be used to improve tertiary education access. 

Unathi is a Social Enterprise founder (Gradesmatch and Bridge) that primarily enables learners from 
underserved communities to access quality career guidance and facilitate a smooth transition to higher 
learning institution in South Africa. By doing so, they help curb the alarming undergraduate drop-out rates 
experienced by universities annually.

“We’ve discovered how challenging it is to gain access to high-quality postsecondary 
education opportunities, despite significant efforts by some institutions to disseminate 
information. Finances (application fees, assessment fees, registration fees), ICT divide, 
family dynamics, academic resources, and psychosocial support are just a few of the 
barriers to a smooth transition for students; and it is precisely these barriers that we are 
addressing for thousands of learners in South Africa.”

SCHOLARS’ SCHOLAR
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UNATHI’S HIGHLIGHTS OF 2021 

• Collaboration with Cerene Rathilal, another Canon Collins 
Scholars’ Scholar for a Career Guidance Workshop, reaching 
785 learners online.

• Presentation on technology strategy for under-resourced 
schools at a Teacher Training Workshop through the network.

• Ability to sponsor 122 Matriculants for university applications 
and undergrad university funding, covering all the related 
costs in the transition phase.

• Although I’m not that happy with my write up yet, I’ve gained 
practical knowledge on my PhD topic and had exposure to 
more related AI tools.

• Supporting over 8 000 learners across South Africa for 
transitioning to higher learning institutions through our 
organisation, with more than 1070 learners already approved 
for undergraduate funding pending registration in 2022.

• Started a role as an Advisor at the World Bank Solutions For 
Youth Employment Programme

www.gradesmatch.co.za  | www.bridgeapp.co.za 

http://www.gradesmatch.co.za
http://www.bridgeapp.co.za
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LEAD WITH YOUR MIND

The Troubling Power Essay 
Competition 

Frank Mgungwe is a Deputy 
Headmaster at Malomo Community 
Secondary School in rural Malawi. He 
is doing his Masters in Law with the 
University of London through a Canon 
Collins scholarship. 

Frank was the first winner of 2021’s 
quarterly Essay Competition with 
a piece that explores the role of 
empathy in activism through the lens 
of the remarkable life of Malawi’s 
answer to Mother Theresa, Sister 
Beatrice Chipeta. 

With the inspiration of this role model 
at top of mind, Frank proceeded to 
have an exemplary year himself. Read 
below about Frank’s 2021, and then 
read his prize winning essay.

LET US STOP THINKING  
THAT IT IS NORMAL
Using the law to unmask gender-based  
violence and inequality in rural Malawi 

W hen Frank started studying the law it was in the hope that he 
could use his legal education to advocate for every child to 
attend school. With his deep passion for meaningful change 

and justice in his community, that perspective has become more and 
more concerned with gender equality.

There is a high dropout rate in Malawi, especially for girls; so Frank 
established and mobilised a Mother’s Group of women from 33 villages to 
support their daughters’ schooling. Frank and the mothers use every power 
within their means to prevent child marriage and return girl dropouts to 
school through mentoring, counselling and community support. 

https://thoughtleader.co.za/activism-and-empathy-drawing-lessons-from-sister-beatrice-chipeta/
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Many of the assumptions about the subjugation of women are deep-
rooted. Frank and the mothers arrange community-wide dialogues 
that unmask harmful gender norms and violence against women and 
girls. The key message is “Tileke kuganiza kuti ndimmene zimakhalila” 
meaning ‘let us stop thinking that it is normal’. 

Most of the mothers are functionally illiterate, but together they engage 
in several entrepreneurial activities to raise support for needy girls to 
complete their secondary education. The mothers farm land allocated 
to them by the school to cultivate potatoes that yield about £300 
(Malawian Kwacha K320,000.00) per harvest. The mothers are also 
cultivating school orchards of 350 Acacia trees and 50 fruit trees.

With the money they have raised, the mothers are funding the 
education of Chisomo, an orphan girl who cannot afford food,  
let alone school fees. 

The impact of Frank’s studies has been felt many times over in his 
community. He has gone about his work in a way that brings the 
community, its stakeholders and leaders along for the journey. Most 
importantly the women of Malomo are empowered as parents, 
breadwinners and leaders.

In 2021, Frank was recognised by his Canon Collins peers for the work 
he is doing with rural Malawian women and won the CCT Change Maker 
Award, which provided a vital injection of £1,000 in additional funds, 
donated by our supporters. 

LET US STOP THINKING THAT IT IS NORMAL
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MEET THE OTHER ESSAY COMPETITION WINNERS

THE PLIGHT OF BEING A 
DEAFBLIND CHILD IN AFRICA:  
MY PERSONAL EXPERIENCE
By Simate Simate

Unlike many children with deafblindness, 
I was lucky enough to have an educated 
and caring father who supported me in 
my education. My disability nevertheless 
haunted him. I would hear my parents 
whisper their despair as my hearing and 
sight worsened. It was a miracle to them 
that I continued to pass at school. 

Simate Simate is a disability rights 
advocate for inclusion of deafblindness in 
Africa. Simate is an RMTF Canon Collins 
PhD scholar in Education Policy.  
Read the essay

ZIMBABWE: THE SHAKY PILLARS OF 
THE RIGHT TO LAND AND PROPERTY
By Kudakwashe Manjonjo 

 
Whenever the word “land” is mentioned in the 
same breath as Zimbabwe, it evokes images 
of the chaotic and controversial land reform 
programme of the early 2000s that changed 
the character and identity of the country’s 
politics and economy. Over the past decade, 
with a backlog of 1.5 million houses, it is the 
issue of land for housing that has become 
more prominent.

Kudakwashe Manjonjo is an activist for 
democracy based in Zimbabwe. He is doing 
his PhD at the University of Witwatersrand.
Read the essay

ON QUEER PRECARITY  
AND LIVEABLE SPACES
By Clayton Moyo

A chain of murders of gays, 
lesbians and transgender 
people in South Africa are a 

few instances of what has become 
commonplace violence. The banality of 
these crimes against queer bodies masks 
its gravity – it is fuelled by hate.

Clayton Moyo is a Canon Collins scholar 
and a PhD candidate in Media Studies 
at the University of the Witwatersrand, 
Johannesburg. Read the essay 

https://thoughtleader.co.za/the-plight-of-being-a-deafblind-child-in-africa-my-personal-experience/ 
https://mg.co.za/opinion/2022-02-14-zimbabwe-the-shaky-pillars-of-the-right-to-land-and-property/
https://canoncollins.org/news/on-queer-precarity-and-liveable-spaces/
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LUSAKA, ZAMBIA

KANYAMA 
TAILORING 
PROJECT FOR 
YOUTH WITH 
DISABILITIES
Emma Sitambuli
 

K anyama is one of the 37 residential areas commonly referred 
to as “kombonis” in the City of Lusaka, Zambia. Kombonis are 
home to 80% of the residents of Lusaka. They are sprawling 

low income residential areas, charaterised by very poor quality 
overcrowded housing, inadequate public services, limited access to 
water, poor sanitation, few health care facilities and limited access 
to formal employment. Kanyama komboni is where the Kanyama 
Disabled Persons Association (KDPA) is based. 

The KDPA was formed in 2008 with the aim of starting a skills center 
through which the disabled community including other residents of 
Kanyama would be trained in tailoring and other skills to improve their 

INSPIRATIONAL IMPACT

Fifteen projects were offered 
up to the 2021 Change Maker 
Award. The winning projects all 
focus on protecting women’s 
lives and livelihoods. 
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livelihoods. The tailoring programmes are free for persons with disability, 
while other members of the community pay a fee. The income from the fee-
paying students allows the centre to cover its costs. 

When COVID-19 broke out, the KDPA suffered drastic drop in fee-paying 
students. As a result, the KDPA lost their primary source of revenue and 
struggled to survive, while their beneficiaries became more impoverished. 
The Change Maker Award 2021 was a major game changer for the KDPA 
as it enabled the association to revamp the operations of the Skills Centre. 
They purchased new sewing machines and employed a trainer, who trained 
thirty trainees with disabilities of which fourteen were young men. 

Most of the students are now able to sew different clothing items and are 
already selling their clothing on the market within their community. Each 
student was happily sharing stories about their respective projects, with 
orders from customers and how much their lives have changed for the 
better. For example, Miriam Kabai, says she has sold 200 bonnets (special 
head covers worn by women at night to protect the pillows) since October. 
She also has orders to sew school uniforms. She is using income from her 
sewing business to buy food and take care of her needs. 

“This project has truly changed our lives, without which I 
would have been forced to survive through prostitution like 
other girls my age are doing in our community.” Miriam Kabai 

MOLOMO, MALAWI 

ENDING GENDER INEQUALITY AND GIRL 
CHILD MARGINALIZATION IN MALOMO 
Frank Mgungwe
Read the essay

 

CAPE TOWN, SOUTH AFRICA

REFUGEE WOMEN LIVING WITH 
DISABILITIES’ HANDCRAFT PROJECT  
Willson Tarusarira 

Read the essay

KANYAMA TAILORING PROJECT FOR YOUTH WITH DISABILITIES

https://canoncollins.org/projects/refugee-women-living-with-disabilities-handcraft-project-rwlwdhp/  
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WORKING TO END RAPE 
CULTURE IN SOUTH AFRICA 
Simamkele Dlakavu
Tom Queba Scholar, PhD, Stellenbosch University

And cultivating a society that believes black 
women when they say they have been raped. 

I n 2016, ten years after being acquitted of the rape of 
“Khwezi” (real name: Fezekile Kuzwayo), President Jacob 
Zuma’s speech at the Independent Electoral Commission 

(IEC) briefing on the election results, which was being televised 
live, was disrupted by the protest of four young women. In silent 
protest to #RememberKhwezi they stood, holding very simple 
placards: “I am 1 in 3”, “Khanga” “10 yrs later” and “Remember 
Khwezi”. Watch

Their act of protest and solidarity was a powerful moment in 
which the nation stood witness to the movement to end rape 
culture in South Africa. Canon Collins Tom Queba scholar 
Simamkele Dlakavu was one of those women. 

“Our purpose was to remind him (President Zuma) 
and the country that 10 years on, we recognise that he 
is in power. Meanwhile, Khwezi, is exiled for reporting 
that she was raped and for demanding justice.” 
Simamkele Dlakavu

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hqlsHTqEoh4&t=84s
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During the trial, Khwezi was called a bitch, threatened and spat 
upon by the ANC and Zuma supporters. The home that she and 
her mother lived in was burnt down. She became a pariah and 
was forced to flee to the Netherlands. Just two months after the 
protest at the IEC, Khwezi was dead.

The #RememberKhwezi protest is one of a series of disruptive 
and powerful protests by black feminists over the last fifteen 
years that has shaken higher education institutions, the socio-
cultural milieu and the political system of South Africa.

Formed in 2006, the One in Nine Campaign is a South African 
collective of organisations and individuals that supports 
survivors of sexual violence. Africa as a continent has the most 
extensive female solidarity organisations. The 1 in 9 campaign 
and others like it draws “strength and vision from long traditions 
of feminist resistance against patriarchal sexual hegemony and 
hetero-normative intolerance.”

Simamkele’s PhD “Fighting against erasure, the 1 in 9 campaign 
and feminist movement building against sexual violence”, 
creates an archive of the history of this important movement 
to end rape culture, femicide and gender-based violence in 
South Africa. It captures the collective wisdom, lessons, tools, 
victories and stories of the movement and preserves its memory 
for the ongoing mobilisation for justice for black women.

“I believe in the importance of black feminist revolt 
in a country where black women are the main 
victims of poverty, exploitation and violence. A 
revolt is necessary because we simply cannot 
continue living life in fear of rape and abuse. A revolt 
is necessary to show that violence against black 
women and their bodies will no longer be tolerated.”
Simamkele Dlakavu

WORKING TO END RAPE CULTURE IN SOUTH AFRICA
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WHY I STUDIED LAW
Precious Alutha Mava
Joel Joffe Scholar, LLB, University of Fort Hare Precious graduated with her LLB in 2020 and 

in 2021 completed her internship at the Equal 
Education Law Centre (EELC) in Cape Town. She 
shares the journey that has led her to the path of 
public interest law.

I chose to study law because of the environment that I grew 
up in. I saw so many things that I would call unjust: a child 
growing up without parents, going to school barefoot, abuse 

in the home and at school. I felt that if I was in a community that 
knew better, there were many things that would never have 
happened. I didn’t know the law then but deep down I knew 
that those things were wrong, and that somebody could do 
something about it. I used to say I wanted to become a doctor, 
but doctors could not fix these issues.

When I was in Grade 12 we went to a Career Exhibition in 
Mthatha. There was a station written “Know Your Rights”. The 
lady at the station asked me if I knew what the law was, but I 
couldn’t give her a proper answer. So she explained to me about 
rights and the Constitution and that’s when I knew I wanted to 
become a lawyer.
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My mother raised us as a single parent, but she had partners. 
Each and every partner that she had was abusive to her. It 
really affected us as children. I remember in my first year, 
after we had been studying criminal law, I went home for the 
holidays. My stepfather was drunk the day I got home. I don’t 
know where I got the boldness, but I told him we have rights. I 
told him how what he was doing was affecting us and that if 
he didn’t stop, I would report him to the police and he would 
go away for a very long time. He hasn’t raised a fist to my 
mother since that day.

Studying the law, and being able to tell my family about their 
rights earned me respect from my stepfather; and it gave me 
my first experience of the power of the law. After studying the 
law at Fort Hare, I forgot my reason for studying it in the first 
place. But the EELC made me remember why.

Their attorneys valued our opinions and our voices. At their 
law clinic, I had my own clients. You know that feeling when 
someone’s life is in your hands, and you help them – it’s 
wonderful. There was a girl who was pregnant in Grade 12, 
and her school would not allow her to return to class. I called 
the school and I explained the rights of the learner to them. 
At first the Principal was rude and wouldn’t talk to me. So 
I sent an email explaining the right to education and the 
consequences of denying a learner their education. The next 
day the Principal called and said the learner should return to 
class. It was a great victory. 

Another case I contributed to was one that challenges the 
constitutionality of the requirements of the copyright of 
textbooks which affects the access to education of learners 
with disability. We reached out to schools for learners with 
disability, and discovered that they did not have enough 
material to learn the curriculum. If EELC wins the case, the 
learners will have better access to education because they 
will have textbooks in braille. 

Being at the EELC gave me an opportunity to make a 
difference and be of help.

Life since the EELC has been tough. After the internship I 
began looking for work, and have been doing that ever since.
Not finding anything has tested my character. I gave up my 
apartment and moved in with my aunt. I even thought of going 
back home, but there is nothing there for me. 

Studying the law has given me hope. 

I grew up always being told I was shy. I didn’t want a spotlight. 
But there is something about studying law that challenges me. 
It makes me want to break out of that shell and become the 
person I believe that I am. The thought of being a lawyer and 
standing in front of people and judges was frightening, but I 
have realised that I can do it. The law has challenged me to be 
a better person than anyone ever thought I could be.

WHY I STUDIED LAW



29

CONNECTIONS MATTER: 
A PASSION TO MAKE THE 
EXCLUDED VISIBLE
Romeo Dipura
Sol Plaatje Scholar, Masters in Southern Urbanism:  
University of Cape Town I grew up in Zimbabwe, in a small city on the eastern border 

of Mozambique, with my mother and sisters. My father was 
always away looking for work so he wasn’t around and 

things weren’t easy. I remember in 2003, my family was in a 
dire economic situation, so my mother negotiated with one 
of my neighbours to work their field. We cultivated maize and 
just when the crop was ready for harvest, the council came 
and slashed everything, saying it was too close to the river. I 
remember my mother crying, “What am I supposed to do?”

A few years later, in 2005, my mother received a call from 
one of my aunts, saying her house had been destroyed under 
Operation Murambatsvina (Move the Rubbish) in Harare – 
again I saw her tears and it was terrible.

I tried my best in school, and after getting relatively good 
grades I was accepted into the University of Zimbabwe. 
Things were still tight. I could not afford residence and had to 
live some distance away in a high density suburb of Harare, but 
I managed to graduate at the top of my class that year. I was 
offered an internship to work for a housing trust. 

In 2020, I became 
involved in a 
slum upgrading 
programme 
in Napier. The 
culmination of this 
was a chapter in 
this book.
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This experience grounded me in the struggles for housing and 
basic infrastructure in the city. Through that I managed to see 
what ordinary people had to go through just to belong. That is 
where I began to develop a zeal to pursue something bigger than 
myself, to ask, “what is my role as a scholar to make visible the 
struggles that people endure?”

Living in a township outside of Cape Town, one evening at 
around 7pm some guys came to our house. They knocked on the 
door and asked us to come out. “We are going to fight the guys 
who are making illegal connections,” they said, and asked us to 
join them. I found myself in a tight spot. It felt difficult for me to 
challenge the locals because, despite the fact that we had been 
having successive black outs because of illegal connections, I 
was an immigrant living in an RDP house . But I had to comply.
There are stories here of families burning in their homes because 
of malfunctioning electricity connections. 

I decided to use infrastructure access as a lens to look at urban 
citizenship. The topic of my research is “Connections Matter: 
Grey Space Electricity Access and Citizen Agency in Witsand”. 
My study is around the everyday struggles of ordinary people 
in accessing electricity and what they do to access such an 
elusive basic service. It seeks to look at how they encounter risk, 
merge their own modes of electricity access with the national 
service provider, and how that can help us to look at agency 
and citizenship. 

In order to theorise from the perspective of people living in 
these precarious conditions, I also live in the same space so 
that I really capture those voices and make them visible. And 
to avoid imposing any kind of hierarchy of meaning I take a 
collaborative approach. 

I have been struggling with self-doubt for a while – sometimes 
when things don’t work out, I feel like giving up. What keeps me 
going is the thought that I am not alone. What I am doing is so 
much bigger than me – it’s not about me. The substance of my 
work is about people who want to be heard, who want their 
struggles to be seen and to exert agency over their lives. 

“Finding people who feel the same way you do 
and are pursuing the same cause has helped. You 
realise you can change the world if you set your 
mind to it. I want to do my part and lay the path for 
others to continue.”

I feel extremely privileged to be part of this wonderful Canon 
Collins family. I feel at home – in a place with people who are 
likeminded and championing the cause of doing things for the 
good of others.

CONNECTIONS MATTER: A PASSION TO MAKE THE EXCLUDED VISIBLE
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Curriculum Studies • Literature • Psychology and Community Counselling • Language and Education 
• Educational Psychology • Drama • African Gender Studies• Social Anthropology • Conflict 
Resolution • Education • Development Studies • Demography and Population Studies • History 
Education • Creative Writing •Gender • Zimbabwean Literature • Music • Conflict Resolution • 
Demography and Population Studies • Linguistics • Social Development • Social Behaviour Studies 
in HIV/AIDS • Child Mortality and Reproductive Behaviour • Journalism • African Languages • 
School Violence Prevention • Music Education • African Languages • Philosophy • Disability Studies 
• Mathematics Education • Industrial Relations • History • Child and Families Studies • Peace 
Studies and International Relations • Education Disability Studies • Applied Drama • Medical Law 
• Education Policy Studies • Media Studies • Law • Social Development • Public Health • Human 
Rehabilitation Studies • Education Policy • English And Media, Communications And Culture • 
Social Anthropology • Education in Special Education Needs • Musicology • Journalism and Media 
Studies • Politics • Hydrology • International Human Rights Law • Education Philosophy

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY
TO ROS MOGER TERRY FURLONG TEAM 2001–2021
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ROS MOGER / TERRY FURLONG
2021 marks twenty years of the Ros Moger Terry 
Furlong Scholarships at the Canon Collins Trust

In 2000, a group of teachers in England set up a scholarship fund 
in memory of a dear friend and colleague, Ros Moger, who had 
died prematurely in 1999. 

Three years later, Terry Furlong, another member of the group, 
passed away, and the Ros Moger Scholarships became the Ros 
Moger Terry Furlong Scholarships.

Since the foundation of the scholarships in 2001, the funds have 
supported the studies of more than 120 students from Angola, 
Botswana, Eswatini, Lesotho, Malawi, Mozambique, Namibia, 
Rwanda, South Africa, Zambia and Zimbabwe for degrees in 
these fields of study.

To the fifty or so contributors to the RMTF Scholarships fund, we 
extend our deepest gratitude on behalf of all your scholars past, 
present and future. 

“By honouring the memory of two lives, you have 
brought honour to one hundred and twenty more, 
including families, communities and countries 
whose development has benefited so profoundly  
from their expertise.” Stuart Craig, CEO
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TRIBUTE 
TO SHIRLEY 
MASHIANE-
TALBOT

Michael Talbot remembers 
former trustee and wife  
Shirley Mashiane-Talbot 

Shirley Mashiane was born on 21 June 
1940 and grew up in Hammanskraal, 
near Pretoria, where her mother, a 

nurse, was a pillar of the community. She 
too trained as a nurse, and while doing so 
came into contact with anti-Apartheid 
activists. Partly for her own safety, she 
came to Britain in 1965. There she continued 
her training in nursing, later becoming a 
midwife. At the same time, she became 
increasingly active in the Anti-Apartheid 
Movement and participated in the 
International Solidarity work of the A.N.C.

In 1967 she began academic training, first 
at Oxford, and then at the University of 
Liverpool. After graduation she held a 
variety of academic posts, the most recent 
of which was as at the Liverpool John 
Moores University. She retired for reasons of 
health in 1997. Subsequently, she become a 
J.P. and sat at Liverpool Magistrates Court.

Shirley lived and worked in Liverpool 
continuously from 1969 onwards and in 1970 
married Michael Talbot, a lecturer (later 
professor) of Music at the University of 
Liverpool. They have two children, both living.

Shirley’s main involvements directly relevant to 
South Africa since completion of her studies 
were in women’s issues and in the educational 
field. Following the advent of a democratic 
South Africa, she continued to work in the 
areas of gender, education, race and HIV/
AIDS, and in 1995, was among those invited to 
South Africa by President Nelson Mandela as 
a veteran of the liberation struggle. 

In Liverpool she was a founder-member 
of scholarships for South African students 
instituted at the two local universities. Shirley 
was a trustee of the Canon Collins Trust from 
2003 to 2010. Because of a further decline 
in her health her community activities first 
became restricted to local grass-roots 
activities and finally petered out in the 
course of the 2010s. She died peacefully at 
home, aged 81, on 3 February 2022.

The many sides of Shirley’s engagement 
over the decades are truly astonishing. To 
these she contributed a natural kindness, 
a sense of fun, an unshakable commitment 
to justice and considerable charisma and 
effectiveness as a speaker and chairperson. 
She will be widely remembered and missed.



FINANCE SUMMARY 2021

£32,108
Comic Relief

£333,857
Corporations, Foundations and Trusts

£566,267
Legacies

£150,000
Sol Plaatje Scholarships

£159,279
Personal Donations & Gift Aid

£68,215
General Donations, Appeals & London Marathon

Income
£1,347,682

£163,630
Fundraising, Publicity and Events

£57,721
Projects / Other activities

£21,508 
Scholarships Programmes UK

£425,248
Scholarships Programmes South Africa

Expenditure
£668,107

Results for the year 

Incoming resources during the year 
to 31 December 2021 amounted to 
£1,347,682 
(2020: £823,479)

Resources expended were £668,107 
(2020: £895,146) 

This resulted in a surplus of 
£679,575 (2020: £71,667deficit). 
This surplus includes a large legacy 
left expressly for the benefit of our 
partner organisations.

Copies of the full set of accounts and annual 
report may be obtained from the office or at 
our website

£37,956
Earned income / Royalties / Investment income 
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Legacies
A C Western

Dr Brian Webb

Dr Josephine Klein

Ivy Gigg

Keith Ebbutt

Miss Cynthia Penny

Miss E M Mallett

Mr Alex Hunter Robinson

Mr G R Glyde

Mr Richard Alcock

Mr S Lazareno

Mrs Jean P Bull

Ruth Ballin

Sheila Caink

In Memoriam
 Andrew Williamson

Catherine Fazey

Diana Dell

Elizabeth Bird

Francis Rotblat

James Learmonth

Joel Joffe

Lionel Cliffe

Mr M Cresswell

Patrick Stuart

Richard Alcock

Rick Turner

Roger Diski

Ros Moger 

Shirley Talbot

Sylvester Stein

Terry Furlong

Tom Queba

Individuals, Trusts and Orgs who gave over £1,000
Allan and Nesta Ferguson 
Charitable Trust

Alice Kramer

Alison Rudd Clarke

Anabel Marsh

CB & HH Taylor 1984 Trust

Comic Relief

Daphne Birch

David Holberton

Dr D. M. Eminson

Dr Ian Williams

Elizabeth Wilmshurst

Francesca Fazey

Gower Street

Irish Aid

Joffe Charitable Trust

Joline Abrahams

Julian Sanders

Leigh Day

Lord Paul Boateng

Matthew Turk

Max Herbstein

Miss Elizabeth Blackman

Mr & Mrs James & Jenny 
McCallum

Mr & Mrs Ken & Barbara Follett

Mr & Mrs Laurence and E Coates

Mr B J Coode

Mr Desai

Mr Sisa Njongwe

Nelson Mandela Foundation

Nicolette Naylor

Pegasys Capital (Pty) Ltd

Prof Isaac Marks

Prof Jane Louise Hutton

Prof Richard Jolly

Sarah Cawkwell

Sol Plaatje Education Project

Sophy Gardiner

Souter Charitable Trust

The Alan & Babette Sainsbury 
Charitable Trust

The Arnold and Yvonne Galombik 
Charitable Trust

The Ford Foundation

The Rest Harrow Trust

Tom Queba Memorial Fund

Tracy Houzet

University of Sussex

THANK YOU
Special thanks to
Beverly Naidoo for royalties from her 
book Journey to Jo’ burg

Irish Embassy South Africa for the Kader 
Asmal scholarship award partnership

Webber Wentzel for offering the Scholar 
Conference venue in Cape Town 

The Marathon team of the 2021 London 
Marathon

Ameila Midgley

Mr Matthew Turk

Mr Sisa Njongwe

Thank you for your support 
We are moved and inspired by 
our community of passionate 
supporters, partners, funders and 
fundraisers. You are the reason 
we believe it is indeed possible to 
collectively achieve extraordinary 
impact in southern Africa through 
the community of leaders, thinkers, 
activists and organisations we are 
cultivating and supporting.
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ALUMNI FROM 
THE ARCHIVES

Canon Collins Scholar 

ISAAC CHIPAMPE 
 
Isaac was Editor of the Zambia Daily Mail, when 
he was awarded a scholarship to read for his MA in 
Political Communications at Cardiff in 2007. At the 
time, he wanted to ‘create a clean Zambia in terms 
of how politics is practised in the country’ – tackling 
one of the most significant concerns for a developing 
country – governance and accountability. 
In 2019, Isaac was appointed State House Press 
Aide to then President Lunga. His appointment was 
welcomed by Zambians who praised his reputation for 
being measured and sober. When the new President 
Hakainde Hichilema won Zambia’s elections by a 
landslide in August 2021, the outgoing president 
Lunga, conceded gracefully allowing for Zambia’s 
peaceful transition of power. Human Rights Watch, 
with Alumnus Dewa Mavhinga at the helm hailed the 
democratic success, remarking it brought with it hope 
for greater respect for human rights in the country. 
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Canon Collins Scholar

DR LILLIAN CINGO 

As a black South African woman during the apartheid 
era, Dr Lillian Cingo broke new ground by educating 
herself in the UK to an award winning level so that she 
could bring back what she gained to benefit South 
Africa. Lillian spent thirty years of her life in London, 
gaining professional training in medical and paramedical 
fields. Later she was one of the students awarded a 
scholarship by the Trust. This enabled her to study for a 
year in 1993 at the Tavistock Clinic – a training that has 
been very useful towards her work in South Africa. 

Lilian Cingo has over a period of almost 50 years 
used her professional training as a nurse in the UK to 

serve communities with distinction, dedication and 
dignity and so too become a beacon of light in the 

health sector in South Africa. Her extensive health 
service work has had a great impact on isolated 

communities through the services provided by the 
Transnet-Phelophepa Health Care Train since 

1995, which she managed into her seventies.
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